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as they did largely in the same feelings, and"'-pos-
sessed by the same ideas of life and duty, made
admirable private soldiers and warrant officers. En-
dowed with a marvellous capacity of endurance,
whether of physical exertion or of lack of food, un-
complaining, ever ready for a fight, the soldiers of
the South were first-rate material in the hands of the
able officers who so generally commanded them.
Their want of strict discipline was, it is true, noto-
rious, but it was chiefly noticeable on the march,
where straggling, to an extent unknown in the
Federal armies, was a not infrequent feature. They
loved fighting for its own sake, and no more willing
troops ever responded to the call of their leaders.
Their knowledge of woodcraft, gained by lives
spent on. the plantation or the farm, was always of
great service, and often gave them a decided ad-
vantage over the numerous town-bred soldiers of the
Federal armies.

In the North, on the other hand, there was very
little of this enthusiastic sentiment about a military
life. One may fairly say that it wan rarely to be
seen in the Eastern and Middle States ; and although
it is true that the young men of the West responded
with more unanimity and probably with more alac-
rity to the often repeated summon Res to leave peace-
ful pursuits and take the field, yet this WEB rather
due *to the comparative newness of the civilization
in the "West than to any specific martial quality in
the population. The truth is, that the Northern
people, whether in the East or the West, were busy,
pre-occupied, full of schemes for the development of